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Court: Management of mobile-home park responsible for exterior
By Alana Melanson, amelanson@lowellsun.com
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CHELMSFORD -- Residents of the Chelmsford Commons received a treat just a few days before Halloween in the form of a court ruling that the mobile-home park is

According to an Oct. 27 Middlesex Superior Court judgment, Michigan-based RHP Properties Inc. and its subsidiary Chelmsford Group LLC are permanently enjoin
connection on the mobile home.

Northeast Justice Center Managing Director Ethan Horowitz, the attorney who represented plaintiffs Rosa and Frank Layes, said the court decision was an exciting o

"For years, the residents of Chelmsford Commons have been saddled with the burden of maintaining the home heating oil infrastructure of the park," Horowitz said.
abide by the court's order moving forward, so residents can enjoy heat this winter season without worrying about the status of their oil tanks."

The Layes sued the park owner and operator in 2015, alleging the park unfairly and illegally forced residents to pay for costly repairs to home heating oil systems tha

In 2014, the Layes discovered a leak in their exterior oil tank. Rather than replace or repair the tank, Chelmsford Group rented a temporary tank and told the Layes a

The Layes were forced to drastically reduce their oil consumption and attempt to heat the home with wood and kerosene, allowing temperatures to dip into the 50s, a

They alleged the park coerced residents into repairs or replacing defective components by threatening them with expensive legal action.

The park countersued, seeking to recover damages arising from the leak and the Layes' alleged failure to maintain the tank. The defendants argued the Layes' tank fe

As part of the Oct. 27 decision, the court dismissed the counterclaim and awarded the Layes $97,243 in damages, interest and attorney fees, according to court docum

Rosa Layes declined to speak with a reporter but issued a statement via Horowitz.

"The rules and regulations should have been enforced years ago. There are many elderly and disabled people that reside here," Layes said in her statement. "There is

"I'm very happy with the final outcome," the statement continued, "I'm very happy for all the residents and I will continue to stand against Chelmsford Commons an

Layes went on to give her "heartfelt gratitude" to Horowitz, who she said was "the only attorney out of many that did not turn me away," and all Northeast Justice Ce

Chelmsford Commons and RHP did not immediately return requests for comment.

Follow Alana Melanson at facebook.com/alana.lowellsun (http://facebook.com/alana.lowellsun) or on Twitter @alanamelanson. 
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Two deaths in Townsend linked to opioid
use
3 comments • 2 days ago

chevyguy07 — A convicted heron dealer
was just released with out so much as a
slap on the wrist by a judge in MA. Where …

Running for the paycheck - Lowell Sun
Online
7 comments • a day ago

chevyguy07 — Retire with full pension after
5 yrs. Time for people of this country to take
back these crazy perks back to a reality …

'Red flag' gun bill wins House OK
4 comments • 15 hours ago

Yossarians_Revenge3 — "We're showing the
nation that you can respect the Constitution
and still enact commonsense gun …

Lowell Council to study limits to public
protests
2 comments • a day ago

tom thumb — The left wing Marxists are
protesting new pipelines and drilling.Yet
whine about higher Oil and Gas prices. …
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