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CEMENT ASBESTOS ROOF SHINGLES
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Under normal conditions, and assuming proper repairs and maintenance are performed,
these roofs have a life expectancy of 30 years. We have found some lasting considerably
longer with good maintenance.

Compared with altemmative roofing materials, these shingles have a medium in-place cost
and medium durability with occasional maintenance required. Fire rating is class A or B.
When required, replacement involves significant expensc, possibly with extra costs m-
volved in proper disposal of the old cement-asbestos materials,

Some things to watch for include:

Broken shingles, possibly leaving exposed openings or nails

Missing shingles, possibly lcaving exposed openings or nails

Prior repairs using tar or flashing cement—not a durable remedy

I

Moss growing on the roof: can be reduced using industrial cleancrs and removed by
carcful work, but usually left in place if shingles are old, as too much traffic on the roof
damages more shingles than it fixes.

- Mildew or staining; possibly can be reduced using spray or light brushing with mildew-
cide or industrial cleaner. This might be mostly a cosmctic concern.

- Evidence of active leaks in the living area/attic

- Evidence of prior leaks in the living area/attic

We consider these shingles a possible assct, but they have to be repaired with the same de
eree of care and knowledge as for slate roofs - perhaps costing more than other materials,
and perhaps lasting longer as well. Work by an inexperienced contractor can ruin this ma-
terial and lead to complete roof failure. Small repairs to individual shingles can be made
using copper flashing material—it will often weather to a less noticeable color than other
substitutes. Follow slate-roof repair procedures.

The asbestos in this material is not friable under normal conditions. That is, it 15 not nor-
mally easilv crushed into dust by hand. However very wom shungles or shingles nus-han-
dled during demolition may create asbestos dust which could be a health and Environ-
mental hazard. Also, in some municipalitics special measures and added costs are in-
volved in removing and disposing of these matenals,

One manufacturer of cement-asbestos shingles was the Ruberoid Co. who made 8" x 16
tapered shingles with a surface pattern resembling wood and called ““Ru-Ber-Oid-Etermit
Tapered Timbertex Asbestos-Cement Shingles.” 260 shingles/525 lbs./square, were
available in a range of colors. Other manufacturers make shingles which resemble the
originals in appearance, firc rating, and durability. but without asbestos.

For maintenance or replacement information contact Supradur Manufacturing Corpora-
tion. PO Box 908, Ryve, NY 10380 800-223-1948 or in New York 914/967-8230. Ask
about their Supradur® mineral fiber shingles. For handling and disposal of old roofing
material contact the US EPA, US DEC, or your local health department.
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