
Sprouting from 
root crownPersisting canes 

and root crown

Plant die-back

Flowering Bolting stem grows

New stem

Introduction sources

Seed

Rhizome

Plant 
fragment

Treatments that involve cutting or 
digging require careful management 

of the cut stems and other plant 
parts to prevent new infestations.

PERENNIAL LIFECYCLE & 
TREATMENT TIMING
mda.state.mn.us/weedcontrol

FOLIAR SPRAY
Spray when plant is 
flowering.

CUT AND TREAT
Cut stem at base and apply 
herbicide.

DIGGING
Remove rhizomes multiple 
times per year.

SMOTHERING
Cover with tarp to 
temporarily suppress growth.

GRAZING
Cattle, goats or sheep eat 
foliage and stems.

Monitoring and repeated 
management is necessary 
for long term control of 
established infestations.

KNOTWEEDS
P o l y g o n u m  s p p .
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